Reliability and quality standards can also be found under BS (British Standards), DIN (Deutsches Institut für Normung), ASME (American Society of Mechanical Engineers), NBS (National Bureau of Standards, USA), JSA (Japanese Standards Association), KSA (Korean Standards Association), GOST This is a group of standards that addresses various aspects of quality management. It provides guidance and tools for companies and organizations that want to ensure that their products and services consistently meet the customer's requirements and that quality is permanently improved.
The updated version ISO 9001:2008 -Quality Management Systems has several parts: Principles, Vocabulary, Requirements, etc. This standard sets out the criteria for a quality management system and is the only standard in this family that can be certified to. It can be used by any organization regardless of its field of activity. ISO 9001:2008 is implemented by more than 1 million companies and organizations in more than 170 countries.
There are also branch-related groups of standards based on internationally recognized standard ISO 9001. For example, standards AS/EN 9100, AS/EN 9110, and AS/EN 9120 are devoted to quality management systems with specific requirements on aviation, space, and defense industries. They are published by the International Aerospace Quality Group (IAQG). Especially, the AS/EN 9120 focuses on product safety and reliability and addresses critical product performance, conformity to specifications, and airworthiness. The standards for reliability and quality in the railway industry can also be found under the International Railway Industry Standard (IRIS). Those for road vehicles industry can be found, for example, under SAE (Society of Automotive Engineers) or VDI (Verein Deutscher Ingenieure).
As said above, the standards are updated from time to time, and some can even lose its validity, be withdrawn, or replaced by others. Thus, when looking for a certain standard, one must make sure whether it is valid or if it has undergone some changes.
